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1. Beoause 1% was so diffiouls for a family %0 live.om the salary of
the fasher, moss Humgariam wonew were foroed %o work amd %o pus
Sheir childrem into wurseries or kindergarvems durimg working hours.
Because of shis, the State was able %0 ges full comsrol of dvhe ohil-
drem a% an early age.

2. Large sums of momey were spemy On #he COMSSruction and maimsenance of
aurseries and kindergarsens and svhey were controlled and rmaimsained
by the Ssave, the distriod counoils, or factories and emserprises.

The murseries were avallable for bables from $he age of shree months
%0 shree years while she kindergarsens were for childrem whose ages
ranged from shree %0 sevem years. Mamy parenss were able %0 place
Shelr ohildrem im %he wursery operaved by she factory or emverprise

in whioh shey worked. Whem mome was availlable, whey. were able #%¢
choose bewween those rum by sheir disvried or shose rum by the Ssase.
This ocos® the paremss bevween six and 24 forinss a week for ome child
but the cost was based om the combimed salary of she paremss and on
the wumber of dependenss and ¢hildre¢m a couple had. There were a

few nurseries where young ochildrenm could be placed for a momsh at a
%ime. A% Shese nurseries, childrem cquld be vakem home as seldom as
¥wo weekends a momdh. The Budapess Capisal Ssreewcar Compawy (BSZKRT)
ran a nursery of this sype for iss employees. The t0sal momthly cost
for she mainsemance of ome child a% this mursery was 800 forinvs;

this sum was pald by she company amnd she paremts comsribused as little
as 150 %0 200 forimss. . S F -

3. VWhen-beginuing the educadion of young childrem, vhe Communists atbemp-

ted %0 develop: am umdyling devotiom toward she Communist state 1in~ -

- Humgary amd toward she Sovliet Union. Methods were adapted %0 the
mental level of she child. For example, three amd four-year-old
children were taught ome song which read im pars, ".....our slogam is
lassing peace amd you must fight for i%......". By the time a child
vwas five or six yeargold, he had beem %0ld of the comparisor bewween
®he wonderful life umder the Communisss and she miserable condisions
of the populasiom before sheir"liberasion!.
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Wheén a child emtered grammar school, he was requlred %o Jjoim dhe
Piomeers. For the first two years, he was a "candidase",bus he. was

"graduaved" as a full-fledged member im the third year and received

a red scarf, Usually, the childrew were:go exdited abous FEFERNINg .
Shis soarf, going through the "gradustiom" ceremonies, awd being &

‘Plomeer, with its summer camps, e%#c., that parents could do woshimg

%0 couwberact the Communist indoosrination Bhe childrem had already
received, Omce a week, the Piomeers held a "pal" (pajsas) hour.
During shis period, older members of the group #%old the younger menm-
bers aboud sheir dusies as a Piomeer amd, oftenm, gave ambl-religious
speeches im such a way thas evem if parents wanted their childrem %0
have some religious drainimg, the childrem would wosi-a68epk 1%,

All of %he %sextbooks used by firss-graders in grammar sohool had
polivical commotatvions; even im learning %he ABCs, the letsers were
gommected with polivics. Im she secomd grade, childrem were saught
%0 oompare she life of workers im capitaliss counsries wish shose

in %he Communis® ooumtries and, evem iw such subjechs as arishmesis,
polivical commovasions were found. From she foursh %o %he eighsh
grades, wextbooks comsaimed twice as much about the Sovied Uniom as

~abous Hungary., Swudents were comstantly told shat the Sovied Uniom

¥as %he only ooumtry whioh represensed progress and welfare and Shad
fhey should hate the Wesverm world, parsioularly she US, because it
was ¥he aggressive ememy of sooialism. Parewts were %00 exhausted and
froubled he everyday problems of livimg 0 oounsersct shese %esch-
ings and, in geweral, ocould only %ell their ohildrem wos %0 believe
What Yhey were taught at achool and %o ims¥rucs $hem mod #0 memyion
anyshing they heard as home, '

There were three sypes of high schools, 1.e., humanisvio, realistie,
and vocatiomal, #he laster having replaced she former srade schools,
All subjeots #aught im shess schools were from the Marx, Lemin, and
Stalin points of view. Classes im Russian were compulsory. The
humanisdio high schools emphasized masural sciences, such as physics
and chemiswry,and geography was taught im commection with she sciemce
of polisical ecomomy. Mamy of she textbooks used im shese sochools
were Humgarian tramslations of books used im whe Soviet Umiom. These
books were chamged abous omce a year and, oftem, studenss were wishout '
any books for momths because she wew edisions had »os been completed

or because ¥he Mimistry of Educasiom had mos decided om the contents

of she mew books.

In Budapes®, there were two Romam Catsholic schools whieh were nob
natlenalized but which were comsrolled, %o a large extent, by she
S%ate. Students a® these schools were saughd im both she anti-Com-
munistic and Communistic ways. When State supervisors visised the
schools, she studemts were always able %o give the impressiom of kmow-
ing %helr subjects takem from the State-recognized texsbooks. Al-
$hough studemts who graduased from these two schools could mot entger

2 universisy, their parents were happy in reallizimg that their chil-
drem had received a high standard of educasiom amd that 1t had been
glven %0 them im the true Humgarian amd Christian spiris.

Since the last educationmal reform inm Humgary, 1% has beem very diffi-
culs for high=school graduates to emter a universlsy because quotas
were sed up for studemtas from differemnt social backgrounds, such as
the peasamnt, worker, and intellectual. Ssudents who were admitsed
umder the firs% group were former workers or peasants who, wigshout any
secondary or high-school educasiom, had ﬁraduated from specilal schools
which had "special masriculasiom courses”. For saveral years, the
universities were crowded with shese speclal mtudenss and mone ever
falled their examimations because the teachers were blamed when shey
falled a studems. As a resuls of shis, educaviomal standards &= .
gontinued %0 sink evem lower. Several times, ssudemts as the ESsvis
Lorénd University of Philosophy prosessed agaimst these very low

- o8%andards of university education and,as a resuls,were accused by the
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Communists of beimg reactiomaries for not understanding the extreme -
dirrignliies encounrtered by these special graduates. ' 50X1

s the Ssate apparently realized the dangers of mass-

{ i
producing umqualified umiversisy graduaies and, at shab sime, teachers

were givem permissiom %0 fail amy ssudems who' RO¥ pass an 50X1
examinatiom. Accordimg so EIIUIIth6ﬁQulﬁ &N _assissan®s pro-
fessor as the Budapest Techwical Unm versity, 60 per gemt of whe stu-

dents at the Faculty of Rallroad Comssruction failed %o pass their’
examinations. The same thimg happewed in the grammar, secondary, and ,
high schools, |a fourth-grade teacher, sold ...

.source tha% she had failed sevem out of L3 of ner studemss because

they could wot read and wrise.

Altshough am atsempt was apparantli belng made $0 raise she educasional
standard %o she pre-World War II evel, 1% is source's opimion Shat - oK

Shis camnot be dome for several Iaarl and untlil a few more reforms g“&ﬂ
have beem made. All of she faculsies at she Budapests Teohnieal Uni- o

versisy have beem s0 specialized %hat, whereas im %he pasd, a oivil

onginoor received a diploma which qualified him im s¥ructural, road

and rallway, bridge and camal soustruetion, eve,, these subjeoss have

now been separatved and am imdividual cam graduate in any one of shem.

‘Marxism was she primeipal subJjecs taught by every univorliizifloulty.

ingluding shose 0f the sechnical umiversis o8, and i¥s teaching was
enforged by the "educaviom respomsibdle’ and she Asscoiabion of'WO!kilt,
Yousth. The Russian llugulgo was also sompulsory., A studens who ssudied
Rungarian liverasure had swo hours of shat subjeos, four hours of Rus-
sian, and six hours of Marxism each week. Although students hased %o
study Marxism and polisies, Yhey were forced %0 do sojand; af¥er a
while, scme evem go¥ imteressed im it and beocame idealistic Marxisss

in lgito of %he facts shat shey had experiemced she opposise of Marxist
Yeachings in sheir everyday life. Im moss cases, studenss did nos
acoepy every shesis of Marxiss ideology and they believed shat Commu-
aism oould bPe achieved im osher ways. In gemeral, shey rejectsed
Westerm eaomomic syssems and looked dowm om ¥he ouldure of she US as
well as tha% of she Sovies Uniom.
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